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THOMAS JONATHAN BUREILL. 857 

and for several years a director of the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad. 

He was a member of many learned societies, among them the 
National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, an honorary member of the Mineralogical Society of England, 
a foreign member of the Geological Society of Edinburgh, of the Royal 
Bavarian Academy of Sciences of Munich. He was president of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science in 1881. He 
received the degree of Doctor of Laws from Harvard University in 
1886. 

George Jarvis Brush will always occupy one of the foremost places 
in the scientific and educational history of the country. 

C. H. Warren. 



THOMAS JONATHAN BURRILL (1839-1916). 

Fellow in Class II, Section 2, 1915. 

Thomas Jonathan Burrill was born at Pittsfield, Mass., April 25, 
1839. When nine years old his family removed to Stephenson 
County, Illinois. He attended the Rockport High School and 
graduated from the State Normal University near Bloomington in 
1865. In 1868 he was appointed assistant professor of botany in 
the University of Illinois and in 1870 he was made professor of 
botany which position he held until his retirement forty-four years 
later. He died April 14, 1916, at Urbana, Illinois. 

Prof. Burrill 's scientific reputation is based mainly on his work on 
fungi, especially those which cause diseases of plants. In a paper read 
at the meeting of the A. A. A. S. in 1880 he stated that the fire-blight 
of the pear-tree and the twig-blight of the apple-tree were due to the 
same cause, a species of Bacteriaceae to which in a more detailed paper 
in 1882 he gave the name of Micrococcus amylovorus. This was practi- 
cally the first paper published in this country on the bacterial diseases 
of plants, a subject which has subsequently been treated by many 
writers. Burrill also published valuable papers on the fungus diseases 
of other cultivated plants. The Parasitic Fungi of Illinois in two 
parts, 1885 and 1887, was an excellent treatise on the Uredineae and 
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Erysipheae of that State. He also wrote the Erysipheae for the North 
American Pyrenomycetes of Ellis and Everhart, 1892. 

Burrill's work in developing the botanical department of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois was important. When he first became connected 
with the University he was compelled to perform numerous other 
duties than those connected with the department of botany and in 
addition to his other duties he served as the first University Librarian. 
He brought his department up from a very primitive condition to its 
present high standard. He was a conscientious teacher and a good 
lecturer and was highly esteemed by the many students who worked 
under him. 

W. G. Farlow. 



SAMUEL HENRY BUTCHER (1850-1910) 

Foreign Honorary Member in Class III, Section 4, 1905. 

Samuel Henry Butcher, elected Foreign Honorary Member on 
October 11; 1905, died in London on December 29, 1910. 

To the Greeks — and Butcher was primarily a Grecian — success 
in life is the attainment of unity through an organic and harmonious 
development of man's finest powers enlisted in the service of the 
State. Butcher attained such a unity in an eminent degree and in a 
career that, for a man of learning, was marked by unusual diversity of 
interests. There are few men who follow the paths of scholarship 
that display in equal measure as fine an equilibrium of judgment, 
sincerity and sympathies, undisturbed by the subtle prejudices of 
inheritance or local association or by the alluring inducements to self- 
isolation that so easily beset the man of books. By birth an Irishman, 
and never ceasing to be identified to some degree with the welfare 
of his native country, he attained his first distinction in England, rose 
to eminence in Scotland, his home for nearly one third of his life; 
while his later years saw him in England, devoted to ever increasing- 
responsibilities in the cause of public education and as the representa- 
tive of his University in the national council. 

He was born in 1850 in Dublin, the eldest son of Samuel Butcher, 
Bishop of Meath. He was educated at Marlborough under Dr. 
Bradley, and at Trinity College, Cambridge (1869-1873), where he 



